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Spirit of the sea 

A deep connection to his personal heritage 
and a respect for the insurmountable  
 reach of the sea has largely affected 

Jack Saylor’s latest body of work, a year and 
a half long undertaking that has produced 
more than two dozen new pieces. 

In addition to his paintings in oil, Saylor 
will unveil up to 10 new metal point drawings, 
giving his collectors a new perspective on 
his capabilities. 

“Most of my collectors may not be 
familiar with metal point, so this will be 
a learning experience for both of us,” says 
Saylor. “I’ve started out with these on a small 
scale, wanting to cast them in a jewel-like 
feeling, almost like the viewers are looking at 

them as precious gems.”
The title of the show, Spirit of the Sea, 

goes beyond waves and water. For Saylor, 
a native of North Carolina, the essence of what 
the sea symbolizes, its effect on surrounding areas 
and people’s almost otherworldly attraction to it 
encompasses far more than what meets the eye. 

“There’s a lot invested into that phrase, 
Spirit of the Sea,” says Saylor. “Several years 
ago, an elderly woman, born and raised on 
our outer banks region, was looking at my 
work and all of a sudden shuddered. She 
said, ‘You’re getting help from the other 
side.’ She was completely serious and that 
stuck with me. After living here for a while, 
you can almost—if you’re open to it—sense 

a spirit here.” 
Saylor isn’t intentionally setting out 

to create paintings with a spiritual context. 
Rather, he is stepping aside so as to not 
interfere with how the paintings speak to 
people on a personal level. 

“As an artist, I try to express myself as 
clearly as I can, while taking myself out of 
the work and making way for whatever will 
emerge,” he says. “I’m showing collectors 
a perspective that they may not have paid 
attention to before.”    

Not focusing on a literal interpretation of 
the sea in this new body of work, Saylor has 
sought to capture its soul and impact on what 
surrounds it. 

The Old House by the Sea, oil on linen, 26 x 20" The Sound of the Sea, oil on linen, 27 x 20"
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Stargazing, oil on canvas, 32 x 24"
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“When I say ‘spirit of the sea,’ I’m not necessarily 
referring to a body of water, tall ships or fi shing 
boats. The sea I’m referring to is the romantic 
notion of the sea, that force that compels us 
to live, play and work by its shores, sometimes 
despite our better judgment,” says Saylor. “We 
do desperate things sometimes to be here. And 
that’s been throughout history—traveling the 
seas knowing the risk and dangers. You can’t 
help but think those who take to the seas are 
drawn to its allure.”

The close-up glimpses of seaside porches, 
sun-swept windows and objects of the sea offer 
this spirit in and of themselves. 

“There are lots of the old houses in this 
seaport town that were made by people who 
made their living by the sea in the 1700s and 
1800s,” he says. “Looking at a porch, there’s 
something about it to me that conveys ships 
and the sea. It’s all there. You can look at just 
a detail and capture that feeling.” 

Having spent most of his 20s in Spain and 
Italy, Saylor studied art beneath the spectacular 
natural light of the Mediterranean. He was 
instilled with the rich sensibilities of European 
light and beauty, but longed for home. 

“I noticed that I began to yearn for 
something that was more honest to me; my own 
personal heritage, own history,” says Saylor. “So I 

came back to the U.S. I needed to artistically 
connect with something that would allow me 
to express, almost seep from my pores onto the 
canvas, something that was me, my culture.”

He returned to North Carolina and the 
beaches where he vacationed with his family 
as a child. 

“As a young artistic kid, I was anchored in the 
coastal genre. And, with the last name ‘Saylor,’ 
it was easy to grow up with the magical thinking 
that the sea is my birthright, in my blood.”   

 Fo r  a  d i re c t  l ink  t o  th e
e xh ib i t ing  ga l l e r y  g o  t o

 www.amer i c ana r t co l l e c to r. comNet House Harbor, oil on canvas, 28 x 24"

Angel, 24-carat gold and pure silver on prepared paper, 5¼ x 8¼"

Fantasy for Wind and Sea, oil on canvas, 34 x 50"
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